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do the more you can. Roughly, I agree. 

But there are moments when I weaken... 

This is one of them! I have a clean sheet of typewriting 
paper in the machine, the thought that in twenty minutes I 
must be somewhere else and the determination to get this last 
(first) page to the printers to complete this number of TIE LOG 
before I dart out into the rain. 

So it is interesting to me to see how my discipline of mind 
can be made to work: to cut out the pressure of the thought 
that there is only a little time and to make a picture of all the 
people who will read this and really begin to talk to you. 

This is the sort of thing one must do sometimes when a 
friend comes with a problem: you put your own worries in 
some back drawer of the mind and bring forward your whole 
attention. And sometimes, in a strange way, this is a comfort 
both for the friend with a problem and the listener. 

The more I keep on getting to know something about life, 
the more I watch its logic—the woman who sets out never to 
let her house get untidy whafever happens, never to alter her 
time-table, never to begin another job before she has finished 
the last, never to buy a new hat on impulse, never to save less 
than a stated sum per week, never to let herself off guard, is not 
the type of person who is ever likely to be hurried but I suggest 
she is not the type of person who ever knows much about life. 

In my view she is hardly letting life have a look in at the 
door: too much is prejudged; there must seem little need for 
her to go on thinking ... 

But I believe that a spontancous smile is better than one 
which is always the same every time it is photographed, however 
beautiful it may have looked the first time; an unexpected cx- 
perience of life is often more revealing than ten years’ routine. 
As Dr. James Hemming said recently at a meeting for youth 
leaders, it takes a capital of courage to be able to face failure. 

So one tries one’s luck every now and then, not knowing how 
much “capital of courage“ one has but determined not to be 
caught in the dead-sure rut of never doing anything different 
and” of never cramming in something for which one has “no 
time”. Editor: BARBARA VISE 


Ç io tne mor said to me the other day, the more you have to 
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HELEN BENBOW 


ELSA PERRIN docs a re-cap of a life that is 


“thirty-two years young” in the service of Toc H 


word around the Movement over the years. With her lively 

and enquiring mind and passion for detail, as well as her 
fricndliness and willingness to help at all times, Helen has lefi 
her mark on Toc H Women's Association. 

From the day in 1929 when she was “caught” by Len Shields. 
the first General Secretary. and appointed as first “extra” 
member of staff, she has given unstintingly of her time and gifts. 
She says she has no particular t ‘Alerts but she is certainly a 
good all-rounder and many members and Branches have cause 
to be grateful for her friendly interest and practical help. 

Like so many of the carly members, Helen first helped Toc HH. 
and then herself became a member of the L.W.H. in E.C. and 
Tower Hill Branch. After the spell of work with Len Shields, 
she was appointed General Secretary. This was followed by a 
period overseas—a year in New Zealand and six months in 
Australia, after which she just managed to get home before 
The Second World War began. During 1940 she was seconded 
to the Toc H War Services Work and helped to open and 
maintain a number of Women's Services Clubs. Later, in 1946. 
she again went to Australia for two years, but had to return 
owing to ill-health, having worked herself to a standstill. On 
recovery, Helen left the Staff of the Women's Association and 
went to Toc H Headquarters, where she is still to be found 
today. Every visitor, whether it is a member from this country, 
a colleague on the staff, or someone from overseas, will always 
find a warm welcome when they knock on her ofice door. Helen 
is vitally interested in people and everything concerned with 
them: their happiness, pastimes, occupations and problems. 
Music and the theatre are her other two loves. Whenever she 
can get away from her many duties, you will usually find her 
in a theatre or at the Royal ‘Albert Hall enjoying some form of 
musical relaxation. She is herself quite an accomplished pianist. 

During the last three years Helen has run the Birthday Scheme 
with her usual enthusiasm and energy and once again we have 
to thank her for excellent results. 

Long may she be working alongside us! 


F HE name of Helen Benbow has become almost a household 
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Helen Benbow with All Hallows 
in the background 


Birthdays 


OR 33 years a modest item has appeared without fail in the Associa- 
F iors accounts each year—Income from the Birthday Scheme. There 

are still some of the original members who for 33 years. on their 
birthdays, have marked the occasion by sending a gift to the Movement 
in which they have found real friendship and much else. Many have been 
the letters of thankfulness for another year which have accompanied those 
gifts. 

Each year, though many lapse, new members join—100 in 1959, 112 
in 1960. It is an entirely voluntary scheme. no names or amounts given 
being published, but the income has risen steadily and last year, from 
654 members, we were able to add a welcome £234 to the Family Purse, 
after deducting postage and stationery expenses. 

Everyone likes being remembered on their birthdays, and many have 
written to say how much they look forward to receiving the Toc H 
Women's Association greeting card and the letter that accompanies it. 
Quite a number have asked to be linked with others sharing a birthday 
on the same date, and this has led to a happy exchange of ideas and 
news and the making of new friends. 

The Birthday Scheme Secretary would like to hear from any to whom 
this idea appeals—the idea of sharing the good things that come their 
way on their birthdays. A card. giving the date. will ensure your being 
remembered on your birthday (if the Secretary does her posting carrectly!), 
and then it is up to you. The address is: 

Miss Helen Benbow. 
c/o Toc H. 15 Trinity Square. 
London, E.C.3. 


JJ 


a NEW CAREER «x A() 


K. M. CARVER, Travelling Secretary of 
the Nursing Recruitment Service, gives you 
some facts on work to be done by older 
women taking a new look at life 


CCORDING to expert opinion, we, in this country, now 
A live longer and more healthily, we die at a more advanced 

age, and on the whole women live longer than men. Boys 
and girls scarcely out of their teens marry and set up house, 
often in cramped accommodation, living on a shoe-string if both 
are still (as frequently happens) students, or in full-time paid 
occupation, saving hard for the deposit on a house. These voung 
people do not all have the time, nor—let us face it—the sense 
of responsibility for their elders that the unmarried daughters 
used to have as unpaid nurse-maids and hand-maidens to the 
older members of the family on the downward slopes of the 
hill of life. The need for the proper care of old people is 
considerable. The chronic sick, with no home and litthe means, 
with no relatives willing or able to care for them, afford a 
challenge, while there is also a shortage of nursing stall in many 
hospitals. 

Children are being born to younger parents, who will thus 
be relieved of the responsibility of a dependent family at an 
earlier age. Many women will become free between forty and 
forty-five years of age to find new and rewarding interests. 
Already there are challenging opportunities for older women 
to use their special talents in helping to solve some of the 
problems of our welfare state. The national Press has given 
space recently to the development of plans to overcome the 
shortage of teachers by offering special training to older candi- 
dates. The nursing profession already has in operation a two- 
year training scheme for State Enrolled Nurses which is suitable 
for mature women who can develop their talents in the care of 
the sick. Forty-five is by no means the upper age limit and even 
older candidates are willingly considered, as well as girls from 
the age of eighteen upwards. 


FIVER three vears of intensive training the State registered 

nurse is an expert, and watching experts at work is always 
exciting, while helping experts to achieve their triumphs is 
a highly stimulating experience. The State enrolled nurse, after 
only two years’ training, can indeed become the skilled and 
salaried colleague of the ward sister or staff nurse. 
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Photograph by courtesy of Many mature women could 
“Nursing Times” develop their talents in care 
for the sick... 


l his special course must be undertaken in a hospital approved 
for the purpose by the General Nursing Council and there are 
hundreds of such hospitals up and down the country. Some 
are complete training schools in themselves, others have com- 
bined as a group training school to provide the necessary variety 
of experience, 

The course normally begins with about four weeks in a 
Preliminary Training School. During this time simple instruc- 
tion is given by the sister tutor in anatomy, physiology and 
hygiene, illustrated with diagrams, charts and models. Practical 
nursing skill is taught in a demonstration class-room fitted to 
resemble a hospital ward. With the co-operation of the public 
health authority, visits can be arranged to local waterworks, and 
milk depéts and occasionally pupils are able to spend a day 
with a district nurse. 

Part of each day may be spent in the wards of the hospital 
and at the end of the preliminary period full-time ward experi- 
ence and teaching is continued under the supervision of ward 
sisters and staff nurses. A considerable variety of experience is 
arranged and pupil nurses can spend several weeks in the 
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medical and surgical wards gaining knowledge of the nursing 
care of acutely ill patients as well as nursing those with more 
chronic conditions, Five or six weeks may be spent in a children’s 
ward or maternity department. Where the training school can 
make the necessary arrangements, pupil nurses may also have 
the opportunity of working in a casualty or out-patient depart- 
ment. Usually one or two months a year are spent on night 
duty. Classes are continued throughout the first year by the 
sister tutor, and between twelve and eighteen months after the 
beginning of training, pupils sit for the assessment test of the 
General Nursing Council. This consists of a written paper and 
a practical nursing test carried out in the ward where the pupil 
is working. 

At the close of the second year the pupil nurse may apply to 
become State enrolled. 


HIS training is designed to equip mature women of practical 

common-sense and kindness to give the skilled bedside care 
which is the basis of nursing, leaving the more technical treat- 
ments, and the carrying of ultimate responsibility to the ward 
sister and staff nurse. 

The training is best regarded as full-time, but there are a 
few part-time schemes which extend the training period to 
three years, while some Matrons will examine the possibility of 
part-time training for individual candidates, Pupil nurses can 
be non-resident if they wish during the entire training, or if free 
to do so they can live in comfortable nurses’ hostels at or near 
the hospital. Uniform is provided and laundered free, and in 
most hospitals the forty-four hour week has been introduced. 
A gross training allowance of £285 is made in the first year, and 
L300 in the second year. £128 per annum is deducted where 
resident accommodation is provided at the hospital. There has 
recently been an increase of 5% on all training allowances and 
salaries. but the charge for board and lodging remains the same. 


"THE certificate of State enrolment is the key to a wide variety 

of interesting work, both full-time and part-time, in and out 
of hospital. Many hospitals are finding the enrolled nurse a 
most valuable member of the ward team. A number have 
arranged post-certificate courses for enrolled nurses with special 
interests; such as a six-month course in the care of patients who 
are undergoing plastic surgery, as well as a shortcr course in the 
nursing of patients with spinal injuries. At least two ophthalmic 
hospitals have arranged an eighteemmonth course for interested 
enrolled nurses. There is a twelve-month course in the care of 
orthopaedic patients and another of like duration in surgical 
techniques. Those interested in district nursing are advised to 
apply for information about further training in various county 
schemes (usually of three months’ duration) to the Queen's 
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Institute of District Nursing. Many enrolled nurses have special 
aptitude in dealing with children and a six-month course is 
offered at a children’s hospital. 

These courses are helpful and interesting, but of course not 
essential. Hospitals of all kinds welcome enrolled nurses, full- 
time and part-time, as well as the day and residential nurseries 
for healthy children. 

There is also opportunity for enrolled nurses to work in the 
medical departments of factories and large engineering works, 
where they help during routine medical examinations, and 
generally assist the State registered nurse in charge. 

‘Those with an urge to travel can find posts with the mercantile 
marine as stewardesses on cargo and other vessels which carry 
a limited number of passengers. 


S ALARIES for the State enrolled nurse in hospital start at 
£425 per annum and rise to £550 per annum. and are all 
subject to the new 5% increase. 

Further information and advice about training schools in all 
parts of the country and about the post-certificate courses re- 
ferred to above can be obtained from: The Secretary, Nursing 
Recruitment Service, 21 Cavendish Square, London, W. Ii. Appli- 
cants should send particulars of their age, and of the area where 
they would prefer to train. 


WE WILL REMEMBER” 3s 


Saran Taskern—Merthyr Tydfil. 19.10.49—14.11.60 
Mabe. Hare—Horncastle. 25.2.3518. 11.60 
Ere, Wape—Butlder, Pierremont. 7.12.5422. 11.60 
GEORGE Beti—Builder, Acklam. 26.2. 57 November 1960 
Maser BOOT -NH. H. I., Putney. 11. 3.32 — 27. 11.60 
Grace BAKER N. H. H. I., Putney, 2.1.5327. 11. 60 
LILIAN Eves—Leyltonstone. 27.4.38—1.11.60 

Dororuy PriestLeEY—Bovey Tracey. 14.11.50—18.12.60 
O. D. Evans—Builder, Oswestry. 4.2.59—2.12.60 
MARGARET AstLe—Builder, Wrexham. 2.7.56—Dec. 1960 
Epirn Eves—Blackheath. 4.6. 32 — 29. 12. 60 

FLORRIE MircneLL— Bideford. 25.11.4324. 12.60 

EprriIi Howe Marrin—Streatham. 30. 3.36 — 1.1.61 

ANNE SHARE Central. 29.12.5222. 12.61 

ALICE BANDyY—Harpenden. 27. 1.30 — 10.1.6 

Mary CUECKLEYSheringliam. 3. 1.50 19.12.60 

EVELYN Harrison— Peterlee. 23. 2.59 — 11.1.01 

Mec Hero— Builder, Wokingham. 23. 10.5 1—30. 12.60 
Evsin RING - Haring. 2 1.4.55 30.8. 60 
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JEAN CRAWFORD from Hobart Branch writes 
of something new attempted, something done 
obviously with success—which may give other 
young people ideas for useful service . . . 


À GOOD COMPANY 


dilference. To the best of our knowledge. it is the only one 
of its kind in Tasmania, and possibly a wider field. 

Membership is not oflicially limited by age, but most of the 
members are between 15-17 years. with three older ones forming 
a kind of management committee. Whe objects of the club are 
to provide entertainment and fellowship for old people's homes, 
children's homes, and other institutions in and around Hobart, 
and few places are left off the list. 

Scripts are mostly written by a member of the company. In the 
carly part of the year, rehearsals are held regularly once a week. 
usually for two to three months. From then on, the show is on 
the road, and a performance is given at a different home each 
weck until Christmas. Naturally the club is a stepping-stone to 
better things for some of the members. One boy has formed his 
own band and is now taking professional engagements, while 
another, very clever with puppets, is gradually making his way 
into TV., 

The mother of one of the boys accompanies the company cach 
time in the capacity of hostess, and sees to supper when the show 
finishes, while the actors and actresses are changing and packing 
away their clothes, eic. Naturally she comes in for all sorts of 
other odd jobs as well, Supper is ‘provided from company funds. 
as also is transport for the various members. Concerts are held 
at intervals throughout the year to raise these funds, so the club 
is entirely self-supporting. As taxis are needed to carry the props, 
quite a bit of money is handled cach year. We have a grand 
collection of old clothes, hats, dress suits, evening gowns, dress- 
ing gowns and odds and ends, With a picture as a guide, it is 
surprising to see the costumes that can be made from scraps. 
As an illustration, a very convincing policeman’s truncheon can be 
fashioned from a dark-coloured paper bag. and the victim can be 
belaboured most realistically without injury, 

The “pièce de résistance” is of course, the band, which con- 
sists of several kazoos, a washboard, a tea chest bass, two tam- 
bourines (made from sandwich tins and bottle tops), a jiggle stick 
(a broomstick with bottle tops nailed to it, that is waved to keep 
time with the beat), a tea tray hit with a mop, and two sets of 
spoons. Given the right music (skiflle. naturally), the result is 


surpr ising. 


T HE Ridgeway Company is a club for tecnagers, bur with a 
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And this wonderful scene 


Photo: Australian News and 
Information Bureau shows Hobart, Tasmania 


The programmes consist mostly of skits and sketches, mimes, 
recitations, TE and other individual items, usually with a 
laugh at the end. 

All members are expected to mix freely with the audience after 
the show, and to help serve supper when free to do so, and this 
is particularly appreciated by the old folk. In fact, the fun and 
games after the show are very often more hilarious than the 
Tas itself. On one memorable occasion, several old ladies, all 
around the go mark had the boys teaching them to rock 'n' roll. 

No special talent is required of those who join, but even so, 
most of them are pretty good . The company helps wherever 
possible with local functions, tick as the Progress Association 
fair. and took part in the recent Operation Doorknock. A most 
successful year is drawing to a close, and we are hoping for even 
better things in the future. 

With acknowledgments to The Link. This formed part of the 
Women’s -lssociation report in their December number. 


qi 
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VERSEAS 


By ELISABETH WORTH 
Overseas Secretary 


New branches are being established at MEDINA and WEMBLEY 
in W. AUSTRALIA and a joint one at NDOLA, NORTHERN 
RHODESIA. 

It is sad to report that the SINGAPORE NAVAL BASE JOINT 
GROUP has had to close down for the present. It had been 
active for about five years and, although never very large at 
any one time owing to the constant coming and going of per- 
sonnel, a good many people had been through it. (One voung 
couple who joined there as members, refused to join up on 
returning to England because there was no local joint Branch!) 
Jobs undertaken included getting in touch with relatives of the 
men commemorated by the Kranji War Memorial in all parts 
of the world and taking and sending them photographs of the 
Memorial and the names of their loved ones engraved upon it; 
building a road and doing other work in connection with a 
Cheshire Home; helping with a home for spastic children of 
five different races; and many more personal jobs. The daytime 
women's Branch in Singapore, which meets in Talbot House is 
trying out evening mectings which it is hoped will lend to an 
increase in the membership. Any members going to Singapore 
please get in touch with the Warden of Talbot House. 11 Scotts 
Road, Singapore g. 

Members in VANCOUVER, MONTREAL AND TORONTO have 
been delighted to welcome our Chairman, Mrs. Gwen Prior and 
her husband (who is a member of Toc H Central Executive 
Committee) who were visiting Canada on a business trip, and 
found time for Toc H too. This has helped us to be in closer 
touch with our three ‘lone’ Canadian Branches. Montreal in 
particular, has welcomed other British visiting members during 
last year. Vancouver have lost a member, Mrs. Cowan, at the 
age of gz, who had played an interesting and historic part in 
the growth of the city over many years, helping with Church 
work and the founding of various societies, including Toc H 
W.A., Cowan's Point in Howe Sound was named after the family. 
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The overseas membership is developing a good habit—that of 
buying the Association's own Christmas card each year. This 
vear many more orders were received from other countries. 

Here are a few of the jobs undertaken by Branches in 
SOUTH AFRICA which directly help the non-European: 

One Branch helps the Bantu Child Welfare office, sewing for 
them and measuring out food for Bantu babies; another has 
helped in running the sports in the location, when the members 
made all the prizes: another has equipped a small hospital 
ward for Africans at a clinic, so that they can receive attention 
on the spot. In several instances, Branches are running instruct- 
tonal classes in sewing for African or coloured women. One of 
these classes themselves organized a Beetle Drive and raised £14. 
Another Branch has run two very successful African Baby Shows, 
and yet another runs the library at an Evening School for 
Africans, and another knits jerseys for an African crêche, To 
report on just one more effort—“We gave the non-Europeans 
in the Isolation Hospital a Christmas party and toys to the 
children. The Matron mentioned that we were the only society 
that came in person and did not just send Christmas fare.” 


Ethel Webb-Johnson Mm 


THEL WEBB-JOHNSON. who with Mary Dorothy Vernon 
E ater went to Talbot blouse in Poperinge in 1916 from 

the C.C.S. at Remy Siding. died suddenly on November 
23rd, 1960. She had a distinguished career, much of it spent 
overseas. She started out by taking the Mathematical Tripos from 
Newnham College and by teaching for a few years. She then 
traind as a nurse at the London Hospital. She served in the two 
Balkan wars (how long ago these seem today!), was Matron of 
the Military Hospital at Bangalore, and during the first World 
War was captured with her unit in Belgium. but on her release 
returned to continue her work in France. She was awarded the 
R.R.C. in World War 1 and was mentioned in despatches. 

After the war she took up teaching again—no small feat after 
so many years—and went out to the Girls' Collegiate School at 
Pietermaritzburg, Natal. After two years she became Principal, 
reliring in 1948. Since her retirement she has given much volunt- 
ary service to the Royal Home and Hospital in Putney: and she 
died, as she would have wished, on her way home from active 
work there. 

‘Her life was a very full one. lived with courage and dedication. 
A writer in the R.H.H.I. Monthly News says they will never 
forget her radiant spirit of fellowship and scelf-giving. She did 
nol often get to Toc H mectings, hut we are proud to remember 
her carly links with us. 


A. B. S. MACFIE 
(There is a photograph of her in The Curious History of Toc H 
Women's Association.) 


U U OUR RESPONSIBILITY TOWARDS 
THEM AND HOW THEY CAN 


ENRICH THE FELLOWSHIP 


T may be remembered that Broads District held a meeting 
[rio Rita Fowler as speaker, for the purpose of getting to 

know our Builders better. This was in October '58, and was 
reported in the March/April 39 Loc. Although not many 
Builders were able 10 anenl we felt the meeting was valuable. 

There were potential Builders there too and, from among 
them, we now have two active Branch members—one of them 
Is Our secretary, and the other, her assistant secretary. 

At the time we hoped to follow that mecting by something 
similar at Branch level, Last June, therefore, with Frances 
Beeton as speaker, we held a meeting for our own Builders at 
Oulton Broad when we really felt we all got acquainted, and our 
Builders began to sec what this thing is all about that they are 
helping to build. 

There were about 50 of us there including 18 Builders and 
friends of members. We sat at little tables, and had “good cats” 
for the occasion and mixed up Builders and members at each 
table. When Frances had spoken the Branch Pilot followed on 
with a résumé of what the Branch did—at the same time wel- 
coming the Builders into taking a share in any of the mectings 
and jobs and life generally in Toc H if they felt so inclined. 
As an outcome, our Builders have increased to 2t in member- 
ship, more have attended some meetings, and most important 
of all we begin to know each other. 


es order to maintain the liaison between us we now have a 
Builders’ Secretary in the Branch and a probationer who helps 
her, and they keep the Builders in touch with all that is going 
on. One immediate outcome of our June mecting was that the 
Builders caught on to the idea of helping with our Special 
Effort bazaar in October. In the end they EO and manned 
a stall of their own and raised over £10 of the £12. 
ing wet day. 

After expenses were deducted, half proceeds were given to 
local St. John’s Ambulance this year 
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M. HELEN BEETON. Pilot of Oulton 
Broad Branch, describes what was done 
about Builders in her part of the world— 


and what has happened as a result so far 


They produced a wonderful display card showing Builders 
Stall” in red paint, and were welcomed in and introduced to the 
large number present at the bazaar, We are very aware as a 
result of all this, that the Builders’ interest in Voc H has really 
come alive in a way that is enriching to us all. 

We pass this on for the interest of any Branches who may 
be having similar ideas simmering in their minds! 


HIS is Recruitment year and if we feel that the full Branch 
membership potential in our Area is difficult at the moment, 
increasing our “Builder membership” mav be the answer. 


Photograph by courtesy of 
the “Eastern Daily Press” This was the Builders’ stall... 


A GOOD JOB... 
in Mental Health Year 


a basket of parcels. Soon she was joined by Betty, also 

Jaden with a string bag and basket bulging with parcels. 
In Poole Ethel and Dorothy joined the bus, both carrying bags, 
also a suitcase. Now the party was complete even though two 
were upstairs and two down! If you are curious to know what 
was in those bundles and parcels, read on. 

On arriving in Dorchester the four had lunch, then made 
their way to Hawthorn Lodge, the Cheshire Home for mentally 
handicapped children. Inside the Home they were met by a 
Matron who welcomed them warmly and escorted them on a 
tour of the Home. 

At one point in the visit, one of the stafl came to inform 
Matron that two members of Charminster Toc H wished to see 
her. Two men were ushered in and introductions took place, the 
men being agreeably surprised to meet three members of Park- 
stone W. A. and one from Poole. They had come to see when 
their members could make a start on redecorating the Home. 
During the summer, central heating had been installed, and all 
the electric wiring had been renewed so there was plenty of 
touching up to be done. Matron took our four friends into the 
playroom, and then escorted the men on a tour of inspection. 

After getting permission, Daphne produced some small 
coloured sweets and offered them round. The children knew 
what sweets were! 

Shortly after this, a tea-trolley came in and each child had 
his plate of sandwiches and cake, and a small mug of tea. Meal 
times seemed to mean a lot to these children, who managed to 
feed themselves adequately according to the amount of his or 
her disability. 

Time was growing short, but over a cup of tea Matron 
answered many questions which had arisen in our friends’ minds. 

Washing was a problem (over 100 nappics a day, as well as 
sheets and clothing). A well-known firm had supplied a washing 
machine and there was a spin dryer too. A room had been 
converted into a drying-room, and outside, trees and hedges 
had been cleared to make room for a good length of line. 

The kitchens were gradually being ‘modernized, but as with 
all these voluntary bodies, lack of money held up the many 
improvements wailing to be made. 

Because of their incapacity, most of the children need extra 
warmth in the shape of lightweight woollies and dungarees, and 


D APHNE got on the 11.55 a.m, bus to Dorchester, carrying 
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this is where the contents of those parcels came in. Members 
had collected some good quality out-grown woollies from neigh- 
bours and fricnds and had brought them along, Also odd ounces 
of wool had been knitted into a blanket and this was handed 
over. Among these gifts were bundles of clothing which were 
being returned to the Home, beautifully patched and darned. 
This is the corporate job of Parkstone Branch: to mend, darn, 
and patch all the torn garments belonging to these unfortunate 
children. Eighteen months has gone since it was started. 

Parents contribute to the cost of keeping their child at the 
Home, but in cases where it is financially impossible to meet all 
the fees, the local authority in the child's home town can be 
asked to help. DAPHNE GODFREY 


in Carol Singing 


G6 LILLE Nacht, Heilige Nacht“ -was sung by one voice 

S and softly accompanied by our Group of men and women 

of Toc H, a warm glow in the eyes and hearts of our 

audience. The fires burnt brightly and warmly when we stood 

in many a room, holding a glass of sherry, to wish our hosts a 

“Merry Christmas”, family portraits of former generations looked 
down upon usand made us feel at home. 

Yes, little did we know how much happiness our carol- 
singing would bring and how often we would be asked to sing 
another and another and would we be able to come again. 

If you had been among us, friend, you might have smiled: 
we were not at all smart or specially sclected; everyone of us 
joined in, we felt very happy together. Thick boots, long coats, 
headscarves, worn by the women, all armed with torches and 
carol-sheets, we knocked at the doors of many houses and were 
given a wonderful response. Although most of us are not singers 
at all, we really found harmony and joy by singing, evening 
after evening, in spite of all kinds of weather, often sinking deep 
in the mud by the wayside. Once we came to the door and 
people heard us outside, they came forward to welcome us and 
to ask for another favourite carol. At the end of our week we 
found ourselves hoarse and a little brittle on some notes, yet not 
worn out in spirit. As we achieved something worthwhile and 
knew we could bring happiness into so many homes, to so many 
people, not forgetting ourselves, we decided there and then to 
form a choir of men and women of Toc H in Lyndhurst, 

If you wonder how we are using the money we have collected, 
it is all for the “Old Folks Comfort Fund” under the motto: — 

Good Will Towards Men. U. ARNOLD 


It's a 


SMALL 


World 


—the world of dolls, but lone mem- 
ber IIELLEN C. MORRISON. 
who lives in the U.S.A.—and does 
much there to keep other lone“ 
members in touch—finds the dolls 
have enlarged her interest and 
helped her to meet new friends in 
no small way .. . as all shared 
interests can 


This is Mrs. Eshbach... 


the USL: il number of Germ 111 Disques popular at that time 

and always some penny woodens and the little dolls with 
the china heads which 1 could dress myself. 1 had also had wax 
dolls. 

My last doll as a child was when I was about ten or eleven 
vears old, a kid-bodied German bisque of the kind which most 
of us who were children before World War 1 can remember. 
She was dressed in yellow brocaded silk and } thought her very 
beautiful. My vounger sister took her out one day and left her 
in the Co-op Drapers in Edinburgh, No matter how much ! 
asked for another doll, I was considered too old—so that ended 
the childhood dolls. 

When we came to the United States, I was 13 years old but 
had no treasured doll to bring with me. I cannot remember just 
when I began collecting dolls but think it was at a time when 
l was rather lonely. | was sharing a room in Philadelphia, away 
from my family although with a friend with whom I still share 
a collage. Goodness TIONS | had little room for anything | extra 
sO ven did get an occasional doll 1 took it to my sister's and 
packed it away, 


A S a child 1 was not particularly interested in dolls. 1 had 


Y first real addition to the few J had, came from the attic 
of the house where | roomed. After the death of the two 
elderly ladics who owned the house we found a lovely old thick 
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wax doll, brown with age—-in her original clothes and with a 
real-hair wig done up in a bun, She is a lady doll. How she 
didn't melt in the heat of the attic is a wonder. Her name is 
Abigail. There were some china heads with black painted hair 
for dhidi I was able to buy bodies and which are now lovely 
ladies one especially: she is in Parian china with blonde hair 
and dressed in vellow brocade satin much like that of my last 
childhood doll—although she is much smaller. There was one 
with black painted r larger one than most of them—with 
a supercilious expression. | dressed her in Mennonite garb which 
is plain, much like the old Quakers wore, and you have no 
idea how much the plain clothes changed her expression! Her 
dress and bonnet are made from a piece of an old silk Quaker 
shawl which was found in the same trunk. Her name is Mrs. 
Eshbach. 

Estella was given to me by a neighbour not many years ago 
and named for her. She is about 78 years old having been given 
to the original Estella during the Mist few weeks of her life. She 
is a large wax doll in her original clothes with blue blown-glass 
eyes. 


. and this a Colonial 
lady and gentleman’! 


T think my most valuable doll is “Mrs. Chamberlain” who is 

only about 6” tall, and has a papicr maché head and wooden 
body. She is dressed in a tan silk dress, grey silk shawl and tiny 
straw bonnet and has an umbrella under her arm—hence her 
name. She dates back to around 1805. Another one is Violet 
who was given me by one of my Sunday school teachers who 
died recently in her 80's. She is a French fashion doll, a real 
lady with a long slim body, ears pierced with tiny earrings. 
She has blown- glass eyes and a grown-up hairdo. My friend had 
treasured her since childhood widi wanted someone to have her 
who would continue to treasure her. 

There is the little blonde bride with braids around her head 
which I dressed in old white talfeta and a piece of real wedding 
veil and a tiny bouquet of flowers from an old wedding head- 
piece, She is dressed in a Godey Book style of the middle 1800's. 
There is also a pair of lovely fur Esquimos from the Hudson's 
Bay Stores in Canada sent by an aunt who wanted to add some- 
thing worthwhile to my collection. 


ECAUSE of lack of space I recently had to weed out some of 

the less valuable and my great-niece who is just beginning to 
collect dolls was most happy with the addition. However, | 
have about 300 left. Most of them are housed in a large cabinet 
which my father made for my mother some 55 years ago. 

‘There are dolls from Guatamala, Haiti and Equador, Norway, 
Sweden and Denmark; Holland, France and Czechoslov akia, 
Russia, Poland and Hungary and places too numerous to men- 
tion as well as many of the kind dear to the hearts of children 
for well over 100 years. There are teeny-weenies, a tiny Mexican 
man made of thread on the eye of a needle, a tiny china-headed 
lady made from a white china-headed pin and the smallest of 
them a pair of dressed fleas from Mexico in a box no larger 
than the nail of my little finger. Some are beautiful, sofie well 
worn from being loved, some pretty, some not, but to me each 
is an individual, 


ANNUAL REPORT 

In order to enliven our Annual Report evening, we tried 

out something new this vear. Six members and probationers 

read and prepared a section each, and after they had had their 

say in the meeting, the Branch “chewed over” and discussed the 

findings. We certainly found in this way that the wider Family 

altairs 015 Toc H came to life more realistically in the Branch 
membership generally. 

M. Helen Becton, 
Pilot—Oulton Broad Branch. 
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Improve your house with a Grant 


YOUR PROBLEM—OR SOMEONE ELSE'S: 
THIS INFORMATION MIGHT JUST MAKE 
ALL THE DIFFERENCE TO A HOME 


T a recent meeting of the W. V. S. Advisory Council 
Andes by representatives from many different women's 
organizations, Ihe Rt. Hon. Henry Brooke, M.P., Mini- 
ster of Housing and Local Government, drew the attention of 
members to the scheme for improving houses with a grant. 

The Minister felt that people were not sufficiently aware that 
these free grants of public money were available for moderniza- 
tion and that tenants were not asking their landlords for the 
work to be done. This might be because tenants were afraid of 
the increase in rent but many young housewives were delightcil 
with the prospect of improvements and were willing to pay the 
extra for the sake of a bath or a hot water system. The Mini- 
ster urged that women's organizations should draw the atten- 
tion of their members to this scheme. 

The Minister said that there are probably 3,000,000 houses in 
this country without a bath and 1,000,000 without a w.c. The 
object of the Standard Grant was to enable, as a right, frecholders 
and leascholders (with at least 15 vears’ lease to run) to install 
five basic improvements in their houses, a bath or shower, a hand- 
basin, a water closet, a hot water system and a properly ventilated 
food store. For this, they would receive half the cost of the work 
up to a maximum of (155. The grants were also available for 
those who “do it themselves“, Since the start of this scheme, orig- 
inating with the 1949 Housing Act and further defined in the 
1954 and 1959 Acts, 35,000 householders were coming forward 
each year for improvement grants but the target was 200,000 to 
250,000 a year. 

In addition to the standard grant up toa maximum of £155, the 
Minister referred to the discretionary grant of up to £400 which 
could be applied for and was granted at the discretion of the 
local council. The discretionary grant was for extensive improve- 
ments such as pulling in proper drainage, main water, ventilat- 
ion, heating. etc. In the case of converting a large house into flats 
the maximum grant is [400 per flat. 

A film entitled New Grants for Better Homes’ is available on 
loan at a charge of 5s. od. from the Secretary of the Central Film 
Library, Government Buildings, Bromyard Avenue, Acton, Lon- 
don, W. 3. This is a 16 mm. film in black and white with a 
running time of ten minutes, The Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government free leaflet ‘Improve your House with a Grant’ 
and the 1s. 6d. ‘New Grants for Better Homes’ with examples and 
plans, are available through any bookseller or from H.M.S.O. 
Kingsway, London, W. C. 2. 
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notes and news... 


TELL US YOUR NEWS: WE LIKE TO TELL IT 
TO THE REST OF THE FAMILY ...SO THAT 
THEY MAY ENJOY THE THINGS YOU ARE UP 
TO AND SOMETIMES GET SPARKED OFF 
ON A SIMILAR GOOD ADVENTURE 4 


CENTRAL COUNCIL. will be held on rith-1gth March. 1961, 
at Sir John Cass College, Jewry Street, London, E. C.g. 
BIDEFORD: Violet M. Cairns reports that the Branch made 
an effort in company with all the other organizations in the 
town last year. We had a cake and sweet stall and raised over 
£20 for the local refugee fund. The Lamp was painted by the 
husband of our job mistress and the weather was fine, too! We 
are now (last November) preparing for our Blind Party on 
December gth when we hope to entertain about 60 blind people 
and their guides. We give them a party in June and another at 
Christmas. 

BRIDLINGTON: I. Lomas sends a photograph of their Blanket 
of Britain—which shows members of the Branch and Jan Shep- 
pard, on a visit there, hatted in the middle of the picture. We 
have recently, she reports, held a Barbecue Dance. at which we 
served hot dogs and hot roast becf sandwiches and these were 


Guisborough took these children 
to the sea... 


a great success. We also had a usual Christmas Fair and, as this 
was for our Special Effort, headquarters should be hearing from 
tts soon. 


CLACTON-ON-SEA: Hazel Norwood writes, | have been asked by 
our Branch if vou will mention in the Loc that we keep open, 
unofficially, during summer breaks. We usually meet at friends’ 
homes, not the Loft, for more or less a social hour or two. 
Several of us enjoy this and we keep in touch with each other 
and find visitors to Clacton are glad to join us at these meetings. 
Notices giving the address of the mecting-places will be placed 
on the door of the Loft. 


GUISBOROUGH: On September grd, reports Gillian Ridden, the 
young members of the Branch took a party of children from 
Guisborough Children's Home on an afternoon outing to the 
coast, I don't know who enjoyed themselves most on the beach, 
the children or the girls. We were also able to provide tea for 
them in the Redcar Poco H Hut, which is let out in the summer 
for these occasions. 


LEEDS WAKEFIELD DISTRICT: reports Gwen Margetts, held a 
coffee morning and sale of work in November for their “special 
effort’. The Girl Guides Headquarters in Leeds were hired for 
the day and at g aan. many members arrived with gifts for the 
stalls, Husbands, children and friends proved very willing to 
help with the conveyance of odd parcels ranging from bran, 
tubs, stalls, posters and so on. Soon the large room was changed 
into a bazaar. Mr. Joseph Hiley, the public-spirited M.P. from 
Pudsey opened the sale and spoke sympathetically about the 
work of Toc H. He said he would support Toc H if at any 
time he could do so, either in the House or his Constituency as 
he greatly admired their work especially among old people. 
Four-year-old Dorothy Kitchen then gave Mr. Hiley a button- 
hole carnation and he in his turn bought a present from the 
bran tub for her. 


MARGATE: Betty Hall reports: We run a stall cach year at a 
Bazaar organized by the Old People's Welfare Coimmittee—this 
vear, a Christmas Presents stall. All the goods were made by 
members and friends and we raised over Cid towards a total 
of £80. This year the money was needed towards the cost of a 
new “Genevieve’—a converted bus used to take out invalids and 
house-bound people. 


(Photograph by courtesy of Scar- A Blanket of Britain, made for the 
borough and District Newspapers) Festival: Jan Sheppard (fifth from 
left) among Bridlington members 


PETERLEE: Chairman, Freda Pickersgill, was one of those pre- 
sented to Her Majesty the Queen when she and His Royal High- 
ness the Duke of Edinburgh visited the new town of Peterlee in 
the Spring last year. Representatives of voluntary organizations 
afliliated to the Peterlee Community Association were chosen 10 
meet the Queen and the presentations took place in the grounds 
of the Community Centre where the weekly meetings of Toc H 
Women's Association are held. 


PICKHURST GREEN: C. Pullings reports that the Branch gave 
their fourth Annual Old Folks Party on October 15th, 1960— 
when some go people were entertained. We are a small Branch. 
six years old. and have only fifteen members. During the year 
we try to make enough money by our own efforts to give this 
quite large party to the older people in the area. It is a real. 
combined Toc H effort and we supply everything: cook turkeys 
and ham, lend crockery. give and collect flowers for decoration 
and between eur Branch “and the men's Toc H Branch supply 
all transport for every guest to and from the party, 


PRESTON: Jn September. reports Helen Burton, a coach load of 
women pensioners were taken for a country run by Preston 
Branch. 
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PUTNEY N. II. III. Brauch: May Baker reporting on the visit of 
members of the Branch to the Family Gathering on October 
goth at the Royal Festival Hall and finishes her report: “We 
de thank all who made our visit possible and contributed to our 
pleasure. We sent out a thought of gratitude to a former male 
patient from here for it was by his ‘efforts, his letters and sug- 
gestions that the plans of the Festival Hall included a place for 
invalid chairs. There it is now, a space for five invalid chairs. 
Would that it were larger and held a better view of the stage”. 


RAMSGATE BRANCH organized a presentation of the “Gerrow 
Marionettes” who gave their Iwo-Act Play The Sleeping 
Beauty” in St. George’s Church Hall, on aly hursday evening, 
January 26th, in aid of Toc H Charities. Based on Perrault’s 
Fairy Tale (music by Tschaikovsky), this marionette play held 
a large audience enthralled. The marionettes were manipulated 
hy Rosemary Flitton, Hilda Holmes and Gerald W. Smith, who 
also provided the ‘voices’ for their plavers. Proceeds of this 
‘special effort’ totalled five guineas, all of which will be devoted 
to Toc H charities, and in particular to the British Leprosy 
Relicf Association. 


Joseph Riley gets a buttonhole from 

four-year-old Dorothy Kitchen... 

(Photograph 7255 courtesy of the 
“Yorkshire Evening Post’) 
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This is a window from Wellington... 


SOCIAL AND WELFARE WORKERS CONFERENCE, May Oth —rgth, 
1961. is to be held at Lee Abbey. Lynton, North Devon, Details 
from the Secretary at that address. 

TENTERDEN: Winifred S. Clark sends a photograph of the 
Blanket of Britain which was the corporate effort of the Ashford 
District and was embroidered with the crests of Ashford, South 
Ashford, Cheriton, Folkestone and Tenterden. The photograph 
is of Tenterden members—they were mainly responsible for 
knitting the crests and joining up the squares. 


ADVERTISEMENTS 
HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION available at Eastbourne for two or 
three people (no young children) £2 2s. Od. per week plus small charge for 
gas and electricity. Please write for further particulars to:— 
Ernest A. George, 8 Gildredge Road. Eastbourne, Sussex. 


INEXPENSIVE HOLIDAY: member offers use of bungalow at reasonable 
charge. Apply: Mrs. O. J. Blackabey. 20 Berkeley Avenue, Parkstone. 
Poole. Dorset. 

WELLINGTON: Joyce May reports, | am enclosing a snap of the 
window which was dressed by my schoolgirl daughters, helped 
by my husband who belongs to the men’s Branch: so it was a 
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joint cHfort made in conjunction with the broadcast appeal. 
You will sce that our blanket figures prominently in the centre. 
We also persuaded the librarian at the local public library to 
put a leaflet in all the books during the week before the broad- 
cast. 

WULERUN: The five Branches of this District held a Joint 
Special Effort—an Autumn Fair—in November. We were 
fortunate enough to have Phyllis Wolfe to introduce the opener, 
Miss Dunn, Headmistress of the Wightwick Residential Special 
School for spastics and cripples, where the Branches help in 
several ways. We were able to send £117 to headquarters as a 
result. 


SPOTLIGHT ON THE LOG 
Overheard at dinner, one night in January, during a 
discussion on the new Loc cover : — 
“OF COURSE, YOU SEE, THERE'S THE 


LOG AND THERE'S THE CIRCULAR 
SAWI FOCUN RA 
Memo —We must all become skilled in woodcrafts 
and wood cutting! 


Photograph by courtesy of 
The Kent Messenger. Another blanket .., from Tenterden 
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POPULAR CULTURE AND 


HAVE recently (Autumm 1960) attended on the Association's 
I behalf a conference concerned with the effect of mass media” 

on our modern society. The term “mass media“ is used to 
cover the Press, advertising, television, radio, cinema, music, art 
and design, ail of which are means of “putting over“ ideas and 
standards to the masses. 

The conference was arranged by the National Union of 
Teachers; over 250 organizations showed their interest by send- 
ing delegates. I was surprised that so many (chiefly sociologists 
and teachers), are concerned about the elfect of mass media. 
There can be no wholesale condemnation of it. Much of what 
is put out is worthwhile, and much is excellent. There are men 
and women of integrity doing a good job under difficultics. 
But many people think that moral and cultural standards 
are being undermined by the use of it. You will remember the 
outcry against horror comics. You sometimes wonder whether 
young children ought to see films of violence and destruction. 
But very litle gets done about these things. 1 quote from the 
conference: “Who will ask the awkward questions, if not the 
clergy, the teachers, small sections of the Press, and exceptional 
people at many levels?“ (Toc H?) 

Early in the 3-day conference the word “values” turned up. 
“It is the teacher's responsibility to give boys and girls some 
basis of values instead of leaving them to flounder in the con- 
fusing roar of press, television, and advertising which greets 
them the moment they step outside the school gates.“ .. “Too 
much of what is presented by mass media reflects an attitude 
of, ‘What is there in it for me? . .. the mirage of miraculous 
affluence ... the message of wealth without earning it. 
success without deserving it ... and pie in the sky some day 
soon.” 

Teachers present accused the providers of entertainment and 
culture of playing down to their audiences. “Don't underestimate 
the taste and intelligence of the new masses“, said Jack Long- 
land. “Education has in fact raised the standards of consumers. 
Evidence of this can be seen in the contents of ‘She’ and 
‘Honey’... the large teen-age readership of Reader's Digest’ 

the average film made today compared with go years ago 

„and the new ‘young’ audience for the Proms.” 

On the other side Huw Wheldon (editor of Monitor“) said 
it was difficult to provide tclevsion programmes of high standard 
when your audience was such a mixed bag. One of the re- 
strictions was “the family”, the “talking across generations“ 
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PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY 


KAY CUNNINGHAM, Marshalswick Branch, 
At reports on a conference that took place in the 
Autumn but is of pressing everyday interest 


Francis Williams said, “Something important has to be made to 
seem exciting, and may in the process be pulled out of the true.” 
Paul Sieghart speaking about radio, its cultural function and 
its entertainment function, said, “There is a constant pressure 
to debase standards”. And this horrific statement was made with 
regard to films, “We live in a society geared for total war, 
therefore we must inculcate the bloodthirsty and the cruel”. 

Well, we came to the valuable conclusion very early on, that 
our great responsibility is to teach young people to discriminate. 
We must all become more critical of what is offered to us by 
mass media, if we arc to remain upright amid all the pressures 
that are brought to bear. 

The last session of conference was devoted to a statement 
of definite proposals which were tabulated for the N. U. T. and 
upon which they were asked to take appropriate action where 
possible. 

In her vote of thanks Miss Marghanita Laski said, that those 
present had doubtless taken part in many conferences, .. 
conferences ceremonial, .., conferences rebarbative . . . confer- 
ences pointless, . .. but never before had she personally taken 
part in one so stimulating in its exchange of ideas with good 
minds. 

l echo Miss Laski. 


HOSE who are in touch with, or trying to help, the Blind 
may like to know of the Braille Bible Fellowship. 

This Fellowship exists to make daily Bible and commentary 
reading possible to blind readers. It transcribes into Braille 
Series B“ of the Bible Reading Fellowship Notes, and prints 
the passage of the Bible to be read day by day as well as the 
commentary. Anyone acquainted with Braille will know that 
the entire Bible in Braille is both bulky and expensive. and 
will realize the value of this printing of excerpts. 

The notes are issued in four large pamphlets a year. and 
the subscription rate is two shillings a quarter or eight shillings 
a year. (The actual cost of production is over £1 a year, the 
difference being met by grants and subscriptions.) 

It would be much appreciated if Toc H Members would make 
the Braille Bible Fellowship known to any Blind person whom 
they think might be interested. 

Further particulars may be obtained from Miss Mundey, 
46 Uphill Road, Mill Hill, N.W.7. (Tel.: Mill Hill 2474.) 


A New Venture 


EMBERS of Toc H, Houghton-le-Spring and Murton, 
Me. Durham, through the media of Hospital Leagues of 

Friends, have found an opportunity for service in the 
campaign against loneliness, especially among the aged. This 
takes the form of regular attendance at the Day Hospital, 
started in June of last year, at Sunderland General Hospital. 

The idea is the result of years of study started by a European 
doctor, now deceased, and brought to fruition in Sunderland 
by his understudy, Dr. E. Woodford-Williams, the woman 
doctor now in charge. A similar experiment was already under 
weigh in the Birmingham area, but the Sunderland project brings 
together the combined efforts of the National Health Service, 
the Local Authority, and as many voluntary organizations as can 
be encouraged to form the necessary lay labour force. The aim 
is to improve the social and health welfare of our older and 
lonely people, enabling them to keep their self-reliance and 
independence; for their own sakes, in the first instance, and to 
relieve congestion in the hospitals as a secondary reason. The 
national problem of loneliness is known to be one cause of 
people becoming less careful about their own well-being, 
ignoring slight ills, nutritional deficiency, and similar habits. 
These, in turn, can lead to illness requiring hospital care and 
ultimately mental aberration. The work is based on prevention 
instead of cure. 

The Sunderland Aren Management B assisted by local 
gifts, adapted a ward, reconstructed it and added cheerful 
decoration, for the experiment. Meanwhile, Dr. Woodford- 
Williams had called in Leagues of Friends and Borough Council 
officials interested, explained her ideas and obtained the essential 
help. The service has now grown to cater for some 150 elderly 
people to be taken by ambulance to the building at the rate of 
approximately go per day per five-day week. Their first contact 
18 with the voluntary helpers, whose task is to break down 
harriers, gain their confidence and begin friendships. 

Hours of attendance are from 9 a.m. until 4 p. m., meals are 
provided and everyone helps in the laying and cleansing of 
tables and washing up. The patients are encouraged to bring 
their problems, both social and physical, and they are helped 
by the appropriate organizations. In their turn, the Manage- 
ment Committee provide the services of Occupational Therapists 
and other medical specialists to tend to the patients, 


B ATHS, shampoos. hairsets, chiropody and many other 
amenities are available. A local firm has given a hair-dryer 
and an electric razor. Patients are taught exercises and handi- 
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JOAN SPEAR writes about an idea to 
combat loneliness and ill-health in the older 
generations. It is an idea that could spread... 


crafts, like basketwork, leatherwork, embroidery and painting. 
Special equipment is available for the handicapped. Discussion 
groups on subjects such as pensions, National Assistance and 
housing are held. At other times, social afternoons include music 
and games. Gradually our old people begin to confide in the 
regular helpers, friendships are cemented and the last barriers 
are overcome. Interest is aroused and our friends are given 
something to live for. Mr. Pemberton ‘didn’t think nowt to 
basket-miaken’, but is now. making one to hold a large Easter 
egg for his grand-daughter, even though we are all invited, in 
turn, to ‘do a little bit if you like’ for him. A Mrs, Laverick, 
over 80, and an ex-patient of the Hospital, has returned all 
the way from Haywards Heath in Sussex, being convinced that 
the exercises do her good. Sometimes comes the sadness of saying 
farewell. One of our patients, Mrs. Wilson, who cannot walk. 
has left to return to St. Albans (any Toc H visitors in St. Albans 
to follow up?). ae 

The results will be reviewed in 18 months and it is to be 
hoped that Dr. E. Woodford-Williams will be satisfied and that 
she can convince the powers that be that such service is indeed 
essential. The whole scope may then be widened to other 
management areas, and so eventually to the whole community 
to help win the battle against loneliness. 


Your 1961 Holiday ? 
Toc H Women’s Association have been fortunate in booking 


PHILIPPS HOUSE, DINTON, near SALISBURY, 
WILTSHIRE 


5th—19th AUGUST, 1961 


i week will be primarily for familics (Toc II. Toc H 
Wonca Aasadation and their friends). There will be Spean 
attractions for children. The second week will be 1 or 
younger members and friends, but families wishing to bao 
for a fortnight could prabably be accommodated. nie: 
Approximate charges range from 64 84 gns. with specia s 
for children under 12. 


Chaplain: The Rev. 
H Staff & Headquarters’ Padre of Toc H W 


OPPORTUNITIES FOR EXCURSIONS, DISCUSSIONS, LAZING! 


S. V. Evans (formerly a member of Toc 
omen s Association). 
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A New Venture 


EMBERS of Toc H, Houghton-le-Spring and Murton, 
Me. Durham, through the media of Hospital Leagues of 

Friends, have found an opportunity for service in the 
campaign against loneliness, especially among the aged. This 
takes the form of regular attendance at the Day Hospital, 
started in June of last year, at Sunderland General Hospital. 

The idea is the result of years of study started by a European 
doctor, now deceased, and brought to fruition in Sunderland 
by his understudy, Dr. E. Woodford-Williams, the woman 
doctor now in charge. A similar experiment was already under 
weigh in the Birmingham area, but the Sunderland project brings 
together the combined efforts of the National Health Service, 
the Local Authority, and as many voluntary organizations as can 
be encouraged to form the necessary lay labour force. The aim 
is to improve the social and health welfare of our older and 
lonely people, enabling them to keep their self-reliance and 
independence; for their own sakes, in the first instance, and to 
relieve congestion in the hospitals as a secondary reason. The 
national problem of loneliness is known to be one cause of 
people becoming less careful about their own well-being, 
ignoring slight ills, nutritional deficiency, and similar habits. 
These, in turn, can lead to illness requiring hospital care and 
ultimately mental aberration. The work is based on prevention 
instead of cure. 

The Sunderland Aren Management B assisted by local 
gifts, adapted a ward, reconstructed it and added cheerful 
decoration, for the experiment. Meanwhile, Dr. Woodford- 
Williams had called in Leagues of Friends and Borough Council 
officials interested, explained her ideas and obtained the essential 
help. The service has now grown to cater for some 150 elderly 
people to be taken by ambulance to the building at the rate of 
approximately go per day per five-day week. Their first contact 
18 with the voluntary helpers, whose task is to break down 
harriers, gain their confidence and begin friendships. 

Hours of attendance are from 9 a.m. until 4 p. m., meals are 
provided and everyone helps in the laying and cleansing of 
tables and washing up. The patients are encouraged to bring 
their problems, both social and physical, and they are helped 
by the appropriate organizations. In their turn, the Manage- 
ment Committee provide the services of Occupational Therapists 
and other medical specialists to tend to the patients, 


B ATHS, shampoos. hairsets, chiropody and many other 
amenities are available. A local firm has given a hair-dryer 
and an electric razor. Patients are taught exercises and handi- 
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JOAN SPEAR writes about an idea to 
combat loneliness and ill-health in the older 
generations. It is an idea that could spread... 


crafts, like basketwork, leatherwork, embroidery and painting. 
Special equipment is available for the handicapped. Discussion 
groups on subjects such as pensions, National Assistance and 
housing are held. At other times, social afternoons include music 
and games. Gradually our old people begin to confide in the 
regular helpers, friendships are cemented and the last barriers 
are overcome. Interest is aroused and our friends are given 
something to live for. Mr. Pemberton ‘didn’t think nowt to 
basket-miaken’, but is now. making one to hold a large Easter 
egg for his grand-daughter, even though we are all invited, in 
turn, to ‘do a little bit if you like’ for him. A Mrs, Laverick, 
over 80, and an ex-patient of the Hospital, has returned all 
the way from Haywards Heath in Sussex, being convinced that 
the exercises do her good. Sometimes comes the sadness of saying 
farewell. One of our patients, Mrs. Wilson, who cannot walk. 
has left to return to St. Albans (any Toc H visitors in St. Albans 
to follow up?). ae 

The results will be reviewed in 18 months and it is to be 
hoped that Dr. E. Woodford-Williams will be satisfied and that 
she can convince the powers that be that such service is indeed 
essential. The whole scope may then be widened to other 
management areas, and so eventually to the whole community 
to help win the battle against loneliness. 


Your 1961 Holiday ? 
Toc H Women’s Association have been fortunate in booking 


PHILIPPS HOUSE, DINTON, near SALISBURY, 
WILTSHIRE 


5th—19th AUGUST, 1961 


i week will be primarily for familics (Toc II. Toc H 
Wonca Aasadation and their friends). There will be Spean 
attractions for children. The second week will be 1 or 
younger members and friends, but families wishing to bao 
for a fortnight could prabably be accommodated. nie: 
Approximate charges range from 64 84 gns. with specia s 
for children under 12. 


Chaplain: The Rev. 
H Staff & Headquarters’ Padre of Toc H W 


OPPORTUNITIES FOR EXCURSIONS, DISCUSSIONS, LAZING! 


S. V. Evans (formerly a member of Toc 
omen s Association). 
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LETTERS 


The Festival 


DEAR EDITOR, 

l am very glad to know that the members of the Iver Branch 
enjoyed the Festival. The comment of the Toc H member 
who said that “it could have been a general Toc H Festival” 
is (albeit unwittingly) one of the nicest things that have been 
said about it. May I thank him for the remark, and also for 
supporting us on our festive occasion. 

But I would also like to sav something about Annice Wood- 
ward's impression that “Toc H” refers only to the men. and 
that the Toc H Praver is theirs—not ours. For Toc H is a family 
and consists of both men and women; and there are even joint 
or mixed Branches nowadays. And the Toc H Prayer is the 
prayer of the whole Toc H family. In it the word “us” is often 
substituted for “men”, though this is not really necessary, for 
“men” means mankind, as in the Book of Common Prayer. 

‘The prayer of St. Ignatius, so often used by the women, was 
“adopted” by us in the 1920's, at a time when we were being 
urged to find our own ceremonies and methods. At the time it 
seemed particularly applicable; but we cannot ind never have 
claimed it as ours, however much we may long for it to come 
true in our lives. 

The litthe words “Voc H“ mean a great deal to us all. Do 
not let us disown them. 

A. B. S. MACFIE 
DEAR EDITOR, 

We are glad to know that Iver Women's Branch enjoyed the 
Festival. We wonder. however, what further evidence Iver Men's 
Branch needed to make them feel it was a Women's Association 
Festival in addition to the presence of the Women's Association 
Patron; a woman as the chief speaker; Miss Macfie, the Women's 
Association Founder Pilot welcoming the 5.000 assembled 
women, and the General Secretary giving news of Women's 
Association members Overseas? 

ANON 


DEAR EDITOR. 
With reference to Betty Kuphal’s letter in the january- 


February Loc complaining of bad manners at the Festival even- 
ing in the Royal Albert Hall. 1 confess that ! was one of the 


62 


Lampbearers who left the Hall while the Band was playing. 
Reason, because | was hungry. 1 had no time to get tea on the 
way from the City Temple service and decided to make sure 
got some by getting there before the crush. 

If we had been informed that the buffets would be open before 
the evening's activities began it would have been a great help 
to us who were expected to arrive carly. 

All good wishes, 

IVY D. PINK 
(Pilot: Edmonton Branch) 


DEAR EDITOR. 

Would you kindly enter a Thank vou” in the Loc for Miss 
Beryl Jones and imyscelf—Calling East London Area Branches. 
She and I wish to thank all Branches in the East London Area 
concerned in making squares for the knitted Refugee Blanket. 
It was indeed a great success. Thank you all. 

KATHIE BASS 


DEAR MISS PERRY. 

Thank vou so much for bringing us the lovely blankets—we 
are so glad you were able to stay a little longer this time and 
accept a little of our hospitality in return for all your wonderful 
interest and kindness. We are, as I expect you saw, in the middle 
of packing our Christmas Morning parcels for the children so 
you can guess how busy we are. Please accept our best wishes 
for a very happy Christmas from all the children whom your 
members have helped to keep warm and happy with the really 
lovely blankets. 

JOYCE PEARCE 
(The Ockendon Venture) 


Parcel Post 
DEAR EDITOR. 

I would be grateful if space could be found in the next edition 
of THe LOG for a “Thank vou“ for the generous response re- 
ceived for the Parcel Post Stall. The Sale was on November 12th 
last and raised just under C150 for All Hallows Church. 

MARGERY WAREHAM 


Next Festival ? 
DEAR EDITOR, 

At our last Area Council held in December a general discus- 
sion on the Festival took place. A suggestion was made by one 
member from Ashfield District and unanimously supported by 
the rest of the Council. As a result I'm writing to ask if it could 
he publishes in Vue Loc in order to discover what other 
Areas feel about the proposal. 
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Could not a Competition be held throughout the Movement 
10 see if some of our own members could write a Masque or 
One-Act play for the next Festival? 

I realize there would have to be a panel of Judges, ctc., and 
a great deal of work involved but as the next Festival is not for 
4 years we should have plenty of time. MARGARET HADLEY 

(Notts. & Derby Arca) 


The Tops 


DEAR EDITOR, 
First may E wish you a very happy, healthy and prosperous 
new year, and wish you success in all you do and many thanks 
for Tue Loc. Through Toc H I learnt of Belra and when the 
Branch of Belra was formed ! was pushed into being Treasurer 
by my Toc H pals. I’ve given it up after 3 years, At our first 
mecting I handed in 8/- and got the committee saving milk 
bottle tops and silver paper: it took us over g months to save the 
first load. The local paper took a photograph of me and the sacks 
of tops and we have never looked back. For Belra we have 
collected over 2 tons and added 95 os. Gd. to the Funds and 
about £6 to Toc H Funds. OLIVE G. JENKINS 
(Mansfield) 


W. V. S. 
DEAR MISS FOWLER. 
I can't tell you how delighted we are with the beautiful 
layettes which were brought in on Friday morning. and I can't 
express how grateful we are to vou for having stuck to a 


“standard layetfte“ . . . it is a real joy to the members concerned 
to be able to pack vour lavettes straight into a bale ready for 
shipping. 


Thank you too so much for the extra box of “baby clothes” 
and in fact thank you a thousand times for all your help and 


interest. FRANCES CLODE 
(Women's Voluntary Services) 


Extract from a letter from Mr. M. Nisbet, Secretary, $.S.A.F.A., 
2g Queen Annc's Gate, S. WW. I, to Miss M. Fowler. 3181 January, 
1961. 

Thank yon for so kindly printing something in Tur Loc 
about S,S.A.F.A’s. need for voluntary sewers and knitters to 
make up garments which we dispatch to service and ex-service 
families in distress. As a result of the note in your magazine. 


8 
our Clothing Branch has received offers of help from Toc H 
members in many parts of the country. I should like you to 
know how grateful we are to vou for giving our requirement such 
wide publicity.” 
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Miss A. B. S. Macfie, Founder Pilot, Crutched Friars House, 
London, E. C. 3. 

Miss M. Fowler, General Secretary, Crutched Friars House, 
London, E. C. 3. 

Mrs. D. A. V. Worth, Overseas Secretary, Crutched Friars House, 
London, E.C.3. 

Mrs. D. A. Sheppard, B. a., Headquarters Pilot, Crutched Friars 
House, London, E. C. g. 

Miss H. Benbow, Birthday Scheme Secretary, 15 Trinity Square, 
London, E. C. 3. 


EASTERN REGION and LINCOLNSHIRE 
c/o Crutched Friars House, London, E.C.3. 
East Anglia, Lincolnshire, Notts. and Derby 
LONDON & HOME COUNTIES REGION 
East London, North & West London, Home Counties, Beds. and Herts. 
Staff: Miss E. Perrin, 39 Elmar Road, Tottenham, N.15. 
(Stamford Hill 260g.) 
South London 
Staff: Mrs. D. A. Sheppard, B. A., Crutched Friars House, 
London, E. C. g. 
N. & FE. MIDLANDS REGION 
North & East Midlands, Oxford & Thames Valley 
c/o Crutched Friars House, London, E. C. 3. 
NORTHERN REGION, N. IRELAND and SCOTLAND 
Northern Area, Northern Ireland, Scotland 
Staff: Miss F. Becton, 25 Montpelier, Edinburgh, 10. 
(Fountainbridge 1830.) 
NORTH WESTERN REGION 
Manchester & N. Western 
Staf]: Mrs. Davidson, Cross Cottage, 8 Mill Brow, Kirkby 
Lonsdale, via Carnforth, Lancs. 
SOUTH EASTERN REGION 
Kent, Surrey, Sussex, Portsmouth and Isle of Wight Districts 
Staff: Miss R. Relf, Ni. B. E., 188 Upper Grosvenor Road, 
Tunbridge Wells, Kent. (Tunbridge Wells 21272.) 
SOUTHERN REGION 
Southern, South-Western, Channel Islands 
Staff: Miss A. Welford, B. A., Sunnycote, Lympstone, nr. 
Exmouth, Devon. 
SOUTH WALES AND MONMOUTHSHIRE 
Staff: Miss M. E. Davies, 16 Flaxland Avenue, Heath, 
Cardiff. (Cardiff 35412.) 
WESTERN AREA 
Staff: Miss M. Davis, 103 Monks Park Avenue, Horfield, 
Bristol, 7. (Bristol 692431.) 
YORKSHIRE AREA 
c/o Crutched Friars House, London, E.C.3. 
WEST MIDLANDS and N. WALES and BORDER AREAS 
Staff: Miss P. W. Wolfe, Flat 4, 77 Wellington Road, 
Birmingham, 20. (Birchfields 520g.) 


TOC H WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION 
PUBLICATIONS LIST 


Obtainable from Crutched Kriars House, London, E. C. g. 
(Postage extra on ALL orders.) 


All Hallows Guild Church (a collection of articles re- 


printed from The Tog) ae Be fe l 
Tower Hill People -A. B. S. Macfie 55 9d. 
The Curious History of Toc H Women's Association— 

A. B. S. Mache ~.. „ 8/6d. 
The Further History of Toc H Women's Association 

e ee Ss eee Be cite 3 F 150d. 
The Main Resolution ae 825 = 25 cp 6d. 
Sponsorship à ens 82 85 av p 3d. 
Children in Trouble A ck: on = 6d. 
The Church and the Churches E 8 or e 
Membership ait na p: act 55 8d. 
The Branch 98 = 80 ae Bb Sk 8d. 
Leadership ane bok 555 Si 255 . 
Pilots a Se ae mi sk a 3 8d. 
TD ess ates at beg Ee aft i 8d. 
| beset DS 8 55 =e 85 8d. 
Area Councils and District Teams me 955 us 8d. 
The Central Councillor 5 2d. 
Hints for Branch Secretaries and Reminders for Branch 

Treasurers... mS 2d. 
A Service of Thanksgiving and of Rededication . Sot 3d. 
The Lamp of the Magnificat ake efi: ae. ae id. 
A Meditation on the Prayer of S. 2 Ti 55 ne id. 
Prayer Card ... : ae HA =o 2d. 
The Family in the Community a 0 peony 0d! 
For Members and Friends ... 865 os sich 25 8d. 
Toc H Calls vou aa mae ne ae Fe 2d. 
Constitution and Bye- Laws A 5 ach 990 8d. 
The Log—Single Copies ae 25 ak Mi gd. 

Annual Subscription 885 * es ni .. 5/6. 
Branch Posters (blank) 800 ae “ae 925 Pee 3d. 
Branch Notice Cards X oft 2d. 
Cards for Notice Boards of other Organizations 80 2d. 
Tower Hill Maps 1d 


Toc H on Tower Hill (small information card) per doz. 6d. 


Book Markers 13d. each—1 /od. per doz. 

Free Leaflets 

Are You Interested? Introducing Toc H W.A. 

Toc H Women's Association 

Branch Stationery 

e 250 sheets 8 / od.; 100 sheets 3/6d.; 50 sheets 2/od. 

Postcar 100 cards 5; / od.; zo cards 2/6d.; 25 cards 1/6d. 
Postcard of Crutched Friars House: 3/ od. per doz. 

Envelopes: 100 3/ od.; 50 1/gd.; 25 1/od. 


Badges 
Small Badge ... = tk 275 x a 88 
Badge on Bar ... ot 095 e el, 


Builder's Badge. free, issued on request 
Printed by West Brothers Printers - Limited. Mitcham 


